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Community Service Policy

Abstract

Community service is recognized to serve the learner as well as the community. While completing
community service projects, students develop real-world skills: leadership, problem solving,
collaboration, communication, and time management. They become more responsible citizens who
care about the community and, through exposure to its needs, develop empathy, and actively and
creatively seek opportunities to give back to society. These students become independent learners
striving to find methods of helping, because they developed a sense of belonging and caring about
their community and indeed about the world as a whole. In return, they find themselves with
indirect benefits, as they become leaders and get ahead of others in processes of college admissions
and employment.

Community service goals

1. To attain a comprehensive education, through the coordination between the school and
institutions in society such as: the family, economic, cultural, informational, recreational, and
other community institutions. This contributes to the development of educational performance,
and the reduction of pressures of the dualism of values and intellect the student might be exposed
to.

To attain educational development through increasing the proficiency learners.

3. Link theoretical concepts to the community and its developmental needs.

Keep up with current trends that consider the school not only as an instructional institution, but a
vibrant social educational institution that serves the community, identifies its resources and
needs, and develops and interacts with it. In addition, it is linked to the rest of the social
institutions, which it affects and is affected by them.

5. Develop the functional relationship between the school and the community; as a social, economic,
intellectual and cultural institution which shapes, develops skills and expertise of individuals who
then become themselves shapers of the communities they grew up in.

6. Prepare students for future roles needed by the community by discovering their preferences, and
abilities.
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. Helps build character and self-confidence while providing a service or contributing

. Offers students problem solving and decision-making opportunities at the individual

. Develops the student’s effective communication skills with peer groups, or with the

4. Contributes to the building of a creative individual that takes initiatives.
. Is based on the principles of social networking and helping others without waiting

. It strengthens the virtue of altruism as the gain is spiritual and moral gratification.
. Helps discover abilities and skills that only appear in practical situations.

. facilitates humanitarian and social networking among community members
2. offers the exchange of experiences between members of the community.
3. provides a sense of competition among students and volunteers in offering a high-

4. achieves social solidarity.
. contributes to the discovery of needs of society’s institutions, and management of

\
Benefits of Community Service

For the students:

to society, which promotes cultural identity and increases belonging to the
Homeland.

or group level.

institution.

for material rewards.

For the community:

quality service to the community, in a sincere way, to get spiritual gratification,
without any material reward.

these institutions can benefit from reporting their observations, and try to meet
needs and improve services they provide.
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The Importance of Community service at Dawhat Al Jazeera International

In accordance with the general policy of education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that promotes
the development of educational initiatives, and values of citizenship, the community service
program at Dawhat Al Jazeera International School emphasizes the need to interact with systems
in the society to refine students’ religious, social and moral values. This directly correlated with
the school’s mission and goals.

The program is not only a voluntary program, it is a one that provides students with hands-on

experience that enables them to determine problems and needs of the community in order to link
them to educational concepts and apply themselves and their knowledge within most curricula
while expecting no material returns. The result is a mutual benefit between students and the
community.

Dawhat Al Jazeera International School has adopted a policy of community service which serves
to:

contribute to raising the student’s sense of self, and sense of "other", through direct interaction
and sensitivity to the community’s different needs.

provide an opportunity for students to apply their information and skills in real life situations,
raising the effectiveness of students when they enter the workplace.

expand the learning concept to one outside the classroom, so learning becomes a continuous
process leading to strengthening relations between educational and community institutions, and
meeting their needs.

contribute to raising the students’ grades due to their having opportunities to apply academic
concepts they acquired within the classroom.

The Foundation of Community Service within the Educational System

The community service program at Dawhat Al Jazeera International School is not only a program
of voluntary community service, it is one that enables students to inspect and determine the
problems and needs of the community so that they can link educational concepts to hands-on
experience. As a result, there is a mutual benefit between students and the community whereby
students strive to apply themselves within most curricula or outside of them while expecting no

returns.
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Concepts achieved by the student during community service

1. Experiential Education

This is a type of learning in which students participate in the educational process in an effective
manner through the recognition and exposure to the problem or phenomenon in the community
and then think about the development of appropriate solutions for this phenomenon and dealing
with it in a practical manner.

2. Volunteerism

This is volunteering work for serving the community and contributing to help others. This is
achieved on the basis of the volunteer understanding her social role and personal conviction of
the importance of providing aid and assistance to those in need.

3. Appreciating Non-Profit Organizations

These are institutions or social organizations that offer services to both the community and
individuals. The work of these institutions is readily visible in the event of crises or disasters such
as earthquakes, fire, or floods; we find those institutions rushing to serve without waiting for the
material repay. Social and religious institutions such as these are found in most countries in the
Islamic world. They strive to take care of orphans and help the poor without charge or profit.

The school will prepare a variety of programs and determine how to conduct community service
during the school year to be a minimum of 30 hours of service per year.

Administration issued regulations and procedures governing ways of working and assessment
implemented during community service, (such as letters of parental consent, letters directed to
specific places and dates, methodology, documentation of work either in the theory or practical
stage).

It is possible that the service is applied through several phases:
1. Planning
2. Execution
3. Reflection
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The following infographic chart represents Community service at Dawhat Aljazeera International School

Self
Develop
-ment

Outside
school

Inside
school

e builds character &
assert self-confidence
e gives a sense of ability
to provide any service
to society

e promotes cultural
identity and increases
belonging to
homeland

¢ Helps develop
communication
skills with peers, in
groups, or the
institution

e reduces the size of
problems they may
be exposed to in
future.

e social networking &
helping others without
waiting for material
gain
espiritual gain & a
sense of belonging to
a close-knit
community
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Community Service Follow Up Form

Student’s Name: Date of Start of Community Service

Date Type of Place Hours Reference Signature
service
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Name of follow up Officer:
Signature
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